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and although free and undisciplined to the last de-
gree, we soon wrought some improvement. On the
other hand, certain virtues were so common among
them, that they were not esteemed as such: for
instance, a hospitality so great that they received
every comer,—never driving him from the hut, but
serving him and giving him whatever he needed
just as to the most intimate members of the house-
hold, without asking any pay for it. They also
show an invincible patience in trials; a fortitude in
receiving unmoved the most bitter news, as that of
death; an imperturbable tranquillity [13 i.e., 15]
when wronged by fellow-countrymen, even when
they suffer personal loss; and a certain external
seemliness in their behavior, which prevents a thou-
sand levities that are quite common among European
youth, especially when both sexes mingle without
any external restraint. But, with these apparent
virtues, they have genuine vices, within and without.
To internal pride I attribute the saying of a Captain,
who, being wounded by a young man, and seeing
his people aroused to take vengeance therefor, checked
them by saying: ‘‘ Enough; did you not feel the earth
shake with horror at that audacity?’’ This causes
them stoically to dissimulate their passions, especial-
ly that of resentment; and it is a great reproach to
say to one who begins to grow angry, ‘‘ So you are
getting angry?’’ Among the external vices one of
the most common was theft,—they always priding
themselves on their great skill, when able to accom-
plish it without being discovered. They turned
everything to account, using for the adornment of
their persons whatever was not available otherwise.
They used to steal with both their hands and their



